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The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development held a formal meeting on October 16, 2013, chaired by Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru. It was called to order at 3:13 p.m.


The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2013/GTC_CASA_OD_113_10-16-2013.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Working Group adopted the order of business, document GTC/CASA/OD-113/13, without changes.

2. Presentation on the current status and the calendar of meetings of the Working Group
The Chair reviewed the work done during the previous term, to prepare the proposed Plan of Action that will be discussed during the period just beginning and which was issued as document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 rev. 1.
Ambassador Albán recalled that a preliminary agreement had been reached on Chapter I of the proposal and that the negotiation of the seven areas of intervention would be during this work period.  In that connection, he recalled that all of the principles proposed in the plan of action were upheld in the Social Charter of the Americas or in pre-existing mandates from Summits of the Americas, ministerial meetings, or other international organizations, and that the Plan of Action should also be viewed as a tool for applying the Social Charter. Ambassador Albán urged the delegations to try to be pragmatic and to avoid the temptation to put everything into a single Plan.

Ambassador Albán reminded the delegations that the pending items were:  the period of effect of the Plan or at least the estimated time frame for it to be reviewed; and the mechanism to follow up on the Plan.  He indicated that a decision was pending on whether specific goals or objectives that were even more specific than those contained in the existing proposal will be defined. 

Finally, Ambassador Albán invited the delegations to think about the possibility of discussing, later on, the elimination of Chapter III of the proposed Plan of Action, relating to prerequisites.
Ambassador Albán shared his thoughts about how to advance the task that had been assigned to the Group. He also presented the proposed calendar of meetings for the period October 2013 to May 2014.
Following the comments by the representatives of Argentina, Colombia, Venezuela, Dominica, El Salvador, and Panama on the presentation made ​​by the Chair, the Working Group adopted the calendar of meetings, document GTC/CASA/doc.212/13.
3.
Proposed Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas
The Chair of the Group noted that document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 rev. 1 contained the text of document GTC/CASA/doc.201/12 add. 8 and included the paragraphs considered at the meeting held on May 7, 2013, the Group's last meeting before the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly that was held in June 2013.

The delegations made general comments on the seven areas of intervention covered in the draft Plan of Action.

Following the general statements, it was decided that the Chair of the Group would be instructed to prepare a consolidated text to reflect the comments and proposals made ​​by the various delegations up to that point.  It was decided that the consolidated proposal to be presented by the Chair of the Group would be the basis for future discussions.

Ambassador Albán promised to prepare as quickly as possible the above-mentioned proposal on Area of Intervention I: Labor.  He further suggested that it might be useful for it to be reviewed at an informal meeting, before holding a formal meeting.  The Group endorsed the Chair's suggestion. 

4.
Other business

There being no further matter to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m.
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